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_5_1 . (C)  We  delivered  ref  tel  points  regarding  Palestinian 
assistance  to  Vaclovas  Salkauskas,  head  of  the  MFA's  Middle 
East  Division,  February  13.  Salkauskas  said  that  Lithuania 
agrees  with  the  USG  stance  against  assistance  to  a new 
Palestinian  Authority  government  unless  it  renounces 
terrorism,  recognizes  Israel's  right  to  exist,  and  accepts 
past  agreements.  He  also  noted  that  the  GOL  believes  there 
is  a strong  EU  consensus  behind  this  position. 

12.  (C)  Salkauskas  expressed  deep  skepticism  regarding  Russian 
President  Vladimir  Putin's  recent  invitation  to  Hamas  leaders 
to  visit  Moscow.  He  described  Russia's  outreach  to  Hamas  as 
"unnecessary  steps,"  and  said  he  believes  Russia  is  motivated 
by  a base  desire  to  advance  its  image  as  an  international 
power  broker,  rather  than  by  a true  commitment  to  fostering 
peace  in  the  region. 
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